
Charter Members 
Gwen Anderson, Lois Dean Ascher, Duane & Darlene Bachman, 
Dr. Anthony & Kathleen Benassi, Rod & Wendy Bennett, Larry & Virginia 
Bolhous, Dorthea Bonavia, Nancy Peterson & Susan Parks, Jason & Molly 
(Hodges) Brauer, Rob & Angela Bucey & family, Doris A. Buzzard, Cecil & 
Susan (McGee) Cannon, Ray & Janice Carlson, Sandra (Schmittel) Collard, 
Lynn & Judie Coots, Merrill "Whitey" & Connie (Bachman) Coots & family, 
Don & Shirley Crawford, Jane (Brigham) Dobbs, Donna J. Dow, Ray & 
Mary Dyreson, Tom & Katie Eickman, Paul & Mary Beth Elsen, Franklin J. 
Jr. & Shirley Eubank, Barbara Sherman Falk, Susan Mae (Leonard) 
Fulrath, Vivian Gaines, Walter P. & Melanie G. Gallagher, Loren "Gene" & 
Annie Gambrel, Susan Gambrel, Kathryn Genandt, Leland Genandt, 
Lyndon Genandt, Joseph & Mary Gottman, Mary Gross, Paul & April  
Haeflinger, Karen Liston Heaton, David Heeren, Karl Heeren, Kathy 
Heeren Ellis, Betty Schumacher Hepner & Janet Schumacher Lindsey, 
James R. Herbert, Judith A. Hodgdon, Joe & Sally Huggins, Paula Huggins, 
Ron & James (JJ) Huggins, Connie (Schmittel) Johnson, Richard & Barb 
Johnson, Leland Jones, Russell Kaney & Nancy Kiefer, Greg Keilback,  
Donald & Carol Kimes, Martha "Marty" (Mandeville) Kirsch, Janet 
(Heeren) Klinger, Jonathan Klinger, Roy & Norma Kloster, Irv Koning, 
Ralph & Pat Koning, Jerry & Harriett Langley & family, Dixie Leden, Mary 
A. Lee, Charles & Avis Lind, Les & Marna Lovett, Marty Maggio, Rob &  
Lucy Martin, Richard G. McGee, Cindy McIntyre, Dave & Lisa Meads, Jean 
(Smith) Meissen, Jim & Rita Mitchell, Lynne Myers, Eileen Newcomer, 
Nicholas & Dr. Isabella Newcomer, Marian Pedrick, Neil & Holly Potter, 
Faye Ann Reed, Dan Rowley & family, John D. Rowley, Wayne & Lori 
Rowley, Beverly Samsel, Jacob Scheider, Steven & Grace Scheider, Bill 
Schmittel & Mary Remmers, David & Katie Schmoyer & family, Alan & 
Darlene Shaw, Phillip & Rev. Diane Slocum, Susan Slocum, Robert & Linda 
(McGee) Spelman, Denise & Daniel Speracino, Alta W. Straley, Steven W. 
Straley, Elizabeth Strey, Darla Taylor, Del & Phyllis Tedrick, Janice 
Thompson, Charles R. Van Sickle, Melanie Van Sickle-Lukasik, Tom Van 
Sickle & Penny Miller, Roy & Marge Viel, Harold & Patricia Wakeley, 
Daniel & Darla (Schmittel) Walter, the Weldon family, Cheryl C. Woolever 
 

Lifetime Members 
Ethan Bucey, Drew William Johnson, Erica Kielty, Kaylee King, Tina 
Koonce, Andrei Krause, Gregg & Deb Seyler, Joyce Seyler, Daniel Speraci-
no, Logan Traum, Kaycia Zimmerman 
 

Annual Members 
Gary & Ann Brown, Wanda Cwiklo, Barbara Hazzard, Sue Jansen, Norman 
& Linda King, Brian & Donna Pauley & family, Jim & Priscilla Sartorius, 
Brent & Staci Thompson,  
 
Special thanks to the Winnebago Public Library for its support of WCHS—
serving as “contact central” for us and being a home for the Winnebago 
Area History Collection.   

Winnebago Community Historical Society is a member of the Winnebago 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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 Preserving the past 
   Informing the present 
     Inspiring the future 



Our Mission 
To collect, preserve, and interpret the history of the Winnebago area in  

Winnebago County, Illinois. 

 
Our 2021 Accomplishments 

 
✓ Continued renovation & redecorating of the entrance area of the 

Town Hall. 
 
✓ Continued garden area improvements and contracted for the re-

placement of  the fence at the back of the garden. 
 
✓ Sponsored programs on the Grange in the Winnebago Area, Weldon 

Family Stories with Bob Weldon, and We Will Never Forget-20th 
Anniversary Commemoration of September 11, 2001. The Septem-
ber 11 program was presented in partnership with Winnebago Public 
Library, Win-Bur-Sew Fire Protection District, Winnebago Police 
Department, and Winnebago Boy Scout Troop 705. 

 
✓ Presented a  genealogy program as part of Winnebago Public Li-

brary Summer Reading Program. 
 
✓ Participated in Winnebago’s 4th of July celebration with a Town 

Hall Open House and a float in the parade. 
 
✓ Participated in the Winnebago Area Chamber of Commerce’s Trunk 

or Treat Halloween with a Haunted Town Hall. 
 

✓ Raised $1,078 through a Town Hall Garage Sale. 

✓  

✓ Received a grant in the amount of  $19,950 from the Community 
Foundation of Northern Illinois Community Arts & Humanities 
Fund to restore the front façade and southeast corner of the Town 
Hall exterior brickwork.  

 
✓ Received a 2021 COVID–19 Emergency Relief & Recovery grant 

through Illinois Humanities in the amount of $5,000 for the general 
operating fund. 

 
✓ Developed a rental policy and process for the Town Hall. The Town 

Hall has been rented 6 times as of 10/31/21. 
 
✓ Transcribed and published the diary of Mary Elizabeth Weldon, the 

daughter of early settlers Jonathan and Mary Weldon. The original 
diary was purchased through a generous donation from family de-
scendent Robert Weldon and is housed in the Winnebago Area Local 
History Collection. 

 
 

Star Sponsor Level  
($10,000 +) 
Anonymous in memory of Leslie 
    Lovett (TH) 
 
Sponsor Level ($5,000-$9,999 
Robert Weldon 
 
Supporter Level ($1,000-
$4,999) 
Town Hall Garage Sale donors &  
     purchasers (TH) 
 
Friend Level ($100-$999) 
Anonymous 
Elaine Brueggeman (TH) 
Culver’s Share Nights 
Guy & Darla Cunningham (TH) 
Frito Lay, Inc. 
Mary Gross 
Randy & Andrea Grover (TH) 
Russell Kaney 
Tina Koonce (TH) 
Michael Logan (TH) 
Marna Lovett 
Network for Good 
ORS 
Marian Pedrick in memory of 
    Leslie Lovett (TH) 
Program donors 
Reflections 

Friend Level-cont’d 
Alan & Darlene Shaw (TH) 
Darlene Shaw-Quanex Matching 
    Donation (TH) 
Rev. Diane & Phillip Slocum in  
    memory of Arleene Slocum-  
    Meyers 
Susan Slocum (TH) 
Alta & Steve Straley (TH) 
Del & Phyllis Tedrick 
Pat Wakeley-Oman in honor of 
    Gary & Ann Brown’s 50th 
    Anniversary 
Tom Van Sickle 
Winnebago High School Class of 
     1955 
Ron & Sylvia Wright 
 
Donor Level ($1-$99) 
Amazon Smile rebates 
Janice Berg in honor of Gary & 
    Ann Brown’s 5oth Anniversary 
Gary & Ann Brown 
Ronald Countryman (TH) 
Wanda Cwiklo 
Karen Hilliard 
Jim & Rita Mitchell in honor of 
    Gary & Ann Brown’s 50th 
    Anniversary 
Nancy’s Diner Donation Bucket 
Margaret Sopp 

 2020 Carryover:    $36,088 
 Income (as of 10/31/21):     $21,274  

 Expenses (as of 10/31/21):   $12,271   

Our 2021 Donors (monetary & in kind) 
Information is from 11/1/2020 - 10/31/21. If we’ve missed anyone, please let us know. 

Our 2021 Budget  

Our Town Hall Fund-Raising Campaign 

Goal              $195,000 
Total to 10/31/21              $48,577  


